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OUR GENEROUS BENEFACTORS
JULY 2017–JUNE 2018

Next year we’ll be adding 
categories of giving!

$1–50
$51–100

$101–250
$251–500

$501–1,000
$1,001–2,500

$2,501–5,00
$5,001+

Naranja
Chinola
Lechosa
Mango
Guineo
Piña
Aguacate
Amigo

HEADS UP!Shawn Ahern
G. Bruce Andrews  & Elke Baker
Anonymous
Elizabeth Aristy
Jill Armstrong
Amber Augustine
Nivea Ayala
Julie Ball & Terry Canizzaro
Shannon Banes
Elaine & Dave Barry
Ruthann Bates
John & Jane Bauer
Robin Bauer-Taylor
Patricia Beall
Dolores Belanger
David Belford
James Belson
Alana Benjamin
Christine Berardo &
	 Robert Markowitz
Norma Bise
Steven Bo
Jon Boeckenstedt
Steve & Marie Boitano
Marsha BonDurant
Kathryn & Ryan Boothe
Karen Boyd
May Brightwell
Steve Brightwell & Tom Rickert
Jeremy & Debra Brown
Brittany Brugos
Carol Buchman & Dave Godwin
Deirdre Buckingham
Jerome Burke
Margaret Caccia
Donna Campagna
Anne Campbell
Jamice Campbell
Maureen Carlin
Arthur Carroll
John Carroll
Jennifer Cashman
Philip Caulfield
Jeffrey Chambers &
	 Andrea Okamura
Charles Chen
Millie Chethik
Lee Cobb
James Colbert
Kathleen & Edward Colbert
Stephen & Evelyn Colbert
Jeffrey & Lilliam Collmann
Jan Colvin
Ryan Colvin
Katherine Marie Cone
Alison Cooke & Clark Beek
Dena Corriea
Christopher Cotronei
Christopher Coy
Meghan Crane
Stephen Crum
Sheila & Thomas Cullen
Chester & Sydneya Dacres
James & Amy Daubert
Michelle deBlank
Nicole Del Monte
Michael & Mary Denger
Diane DePodesta
Helen Desaulniers
Michael & Fabiola Desjardin
Susan DesJardin
Mia Diaz-Edelman

Rachel Dixon
Jean Doble
Matthew & Nancy Donohue
Nancy Drapkin
Tom Drexler
Judith Dudek
Gary & Jeff Dunker
Deborah & Sean Dwyer
Russell Dyer
Robert & Mary Eccles
Eva Echemendia
Kate & Wim Elfrink
Joanne Evans
James Everitt
Mary Feliciano
Margaret Ferrenz
Frank Filice
Karen & Peter Filice
Teresa Filice
Robert Fisher
Wanda Flinn
Karianne Fredrick
Stanley Freeman
Marilyn & David Gagen
Maryanne Gallagher
Laura Garbacz
Jennifer Garland
Jullie Geiger
Nicole Giffen
Kenneth Giunta
Robert & Mary Gold
Brian Goldblatt
Ellizabeth Gomez
Joe Gonzalez
Colleen Gormley
Dale & Jacque Greenley
Diane Griego
Peter & Maria Hamm
Jonathan Harmon
Alanna & Brendan Hart
Jennifer Hawks
Karen Heald & Kevin Smits
James Hemelt
Jesús Henson
Diego Hernandez
Karen & Jim Hibey
Michael Hickey
Ben Higgs
Abby Hillyard
Larry & Paula Hlobik
Dee Hoffman
Patricia & William Hoffman
Garima Hoffmann
Barbara & Amos Hostetter
Tener Huang
James Hudson
John & Hope Hutton
Nicholas & Susan Inzeo
Preston Isom
Catherine Jackson
Helen Jackson
Scott & Barb Janni
Sandra Jennings
Marcus & Melissa Jimenez
Lisa & Mark Johnson
Lorraine Johnson
Clarissa Johnston
Michael & Toni Johnston
Tara Johnston
Thomas Johnston
Zane Johnston
Daniel Jondle
Kim Jones
Javier Juarez
Alida Kalas
Bob & Kate Kalas
Keith Kaminski & Neil Bowman
Mike & Kate Kaminski
Susan Kantrowitz
Alex Kavaliunas
John & Mary Kavaliunas
Mary & Ed Keath
Kevin & Beth Keegan
Mary & Brian Keegan
Mike & Margo Keegan

Robert Keele
Colleen Kelly
Ed & Connie Kelly
Mina Kim
Christina Kind
Ellen Kitchen
Greg Kraczkowsky
Betty Labastida
Vicki LaBoskey
Cindy Lain
Bruce Lamott
Anthony Laskovski
Bill Leary & Bob Stabile
Susan & Chuck Leiter
Eric Levine
Jeanne & Stephen Lewis
Christopher Liang
Philo Liedquist-Scott
Natalie Lima
Sabrina Ling
Burk Loeliger
Megan Long
Ryan Long
Daniel Lopez
Steven & Joanne Lowe
Sheree Luttrell
Meg MacWhirter
Daniel Madsen
Edmund & Teresa Maguire
Kourtney Maher
Dione & Jim Mahoney
Anne Maloney &
	 Patrick McCrystle
Deborah & Frank Mancini
Devra Marcus &
	 Michael Horowitz
Andrei Marinenko
Ryna Marinenko
Leigh Marriner
Elizabeth Mason
Adrian Mazzarella
Julio & Kim Mazzarella
Micaela Mazzarella
James McCann & James Canales
Jeanne McCann
Kirsten McCarthy
Inez & Jeff McCormick
Charles & Jessica McGinnis
Deirdre McHugh
Anne Kind McKenna
Dan McKenna
Marc & Laura McKenna
Audrey McKeown
Ann & Michael McKiernan
Janice McPhee & Jerry Keath
Carolyn McQuighan
Charles Meadows
Erin Melody
Natalie Mera
Noemi Mercado
Jennifer Merrill
John & Cathy Mihalik
Margaret Miller
Janet Mitchell
Jill & Korak Mitra
Kent & Elaine Moberly
Jannelle Molina
David Montgomery
Angela Moore
Gareth & Maggie Moore
Peggy A.W. Moore
Margaret Morrow
Mike & Margaret Murphy
Michele & Jay Naish
Mariam Nayiny
Jamie & Stacey Noonan
Michael Noonan, Jr.
Michael & Carol Noonan
Rhoda Nutik
Patrick O’Keeffe
Stephen Ochs &
	 Phyllis Ouellette
Pamela Oginz
Katherine Olbrantz
Mary Panetta
Allie Pang
JohnParissenti & Linda Chin
Louise Paustenbach
Priscilla & Vincent Pereira
Nancy Perry
Marti & Fred Phillips-Patrick
Mark Pierotti &
	 Frank Brightwell
Thomas Pierotti
Jean-Rene Pierre-Charles
Ana Pinczuk

Jacqueline Poggi
Soon Poh & Ruth Tsai
Ellen Polignano
David & Amy Pollack
Patricia Prince
Jesús Ramos
Margaret Rebecchi
Katie Redman
Paula Rees
Armando Retana
Carolyn & Kevin Riley
MacKenzie Ring
Carolina Rodriguez &
	 Carlos Garzon
M Isabel Rodriguez
Katalin Roth &
	 Philip Singerman
William & Priscilla Russel
Fadi Samman
Kate Sater
Brent Savoie
Jon Scherbart
Kathleen Schlegel Bishop &
	 Paul Bishop
Mary Schmidt
Robert Schoettle
David Schon
Steve & Heidi Schooner
Mordecai Scott
Kate Silverstein
Adam Singerman
Shampa Sinha
Richard & Sarah Skillman
Jason & Kristen Smoker
Toby Sonneman
Deborah Spears
Joe & Sue Speicher
Thomas Stack
Richard Stalls
Linda Starling
Karen Steadman & Rob Lloyd
Matt Stevenson
Laura Stoll
Laura Stull
Megan Swan
Michele Takei
Jenny Tan
Sandy Tarpinian
Deborah Tindale
Nancy Tkalcevic
George & Shahra Toth
Paul Tuma
Michele Turchi
Susan Tuttle
Jonathan Unkart
Melanie Valesi
Genevieve Varga
Victor Villacorta & Cathy Lau
Andrew Vines
Alex von Fricken
Laura & David Watkins
Susan Watkins
Mike Webber
Mara Weinstein
Esther Wells
Rosita Whitman &
	 Nancy McCarroll
Locke Wilson
Nancy Winchester
Janet Wolf
Christoph Wollesen
David & Anne Yockel
Cynthia Yost
Steven Young
Carol Zahm
Ali Zandi
Patricia & Sheldon Zatkin
John Zedlewski
Marisha & Paul Zeffer
Matthew & Rupa Zimmermann
Jeremy Zuniga



OUR AMAZING VOLUNTEERS
Marvin Arbaca
Jorge Arce
Michele Audrey
Stephanie Bernard
Elizabeth Brito
Anna Brock (two trips)
Ed Brock
Carol Buchman
Alberto Burgos
Jim Canales
Bobby Chacon
Richard Clough
Matthew Condon
Tim Crawford
Sheila Cullen
Jim Daubert
Mary Denger
Nancy Donohue
Sean Dwyer
Jacky Forsyth
Carlos Garzon
Rachael Gaynor
Dave Godwin
Vanessa Guzman
Peter Hamm
Blake Harvey

Phil Hawkins
Jelle Hemminga
Diego Hernandez
Mim Hruby
Hope Hutton
Helen Jackson
Mercy Jackson
Barb Janni
Sonie Jean-Pierre
Marcus Jimenez
Melissa Jimenez
Clarissa Johnston
Kim Jones
Kate Kaminski
Mike Kaminski
Mort Kavalier
Ed Keath (two trips)
Mary Keath (three trips)
Mike Keegan (two trips)
Rita Lanphier
Megan Long
Dione Mahoney (two trips)
Jim Mahoney
Elizabeth Mason
Julio Mazzarella
Jim McCann

Marc McKenna
Claribel Liranzo Medina
Eleanna Mendez
Gerda Midi (three trips)
John Mihalik
Elaine Moberly
Angela Moore
Jamie Noonan
Jackie Poggi
Patty Prince
Frank Procaccino
Carolyn Riley
Danny Rivera
Adan Rodriguez
Carolina Rodriguez
Ray Rodriguez
Ashley Rogers
Diana Rojas
Katalin Roth
Chantal Tavarez
Shahra Toth (two trips)
Desiree Velez
Giannina Velez
Laura Watkins
Locke Wilson

CORPORATIONS, FOUNDATIONS, GIFTS–IN–KIND
Abaxis
David Alderman
Amazon Smile Foundation
Anonymous
Barr Foundation
Teo Beato, M.D.
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Boitano, Sargent & Lilly, LLP
Christ Episcopal Church
Coastal Community Foundation
Cooper-Garrod Estate Vineyards
Sheila and Tom Cullen
Mary and Michael Denger
Gloria Diaz, M.D.

Karen and Peter Filice
Todd Gustin
eScrip
Free My Apps
Raquel Guzman Liriano, M.D.
Ashlyn and John Hannon
Hewlett Packard Enterprise
Hodelpa Garden Court Hotel
Kaiser Community Giving Campaign
Mary and Ed Keath
The Patricia Kind Family Foundation
Lake Foundation
The Late Show with Stephen Colbert
Karen Leung, M.D.

Marsh & McLennan Companies
Elizabeth Mason
George and Angela Moore Foundation
Network for Good
PayPal Giving Fund
St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church
Clara Santillan, M.D.
Sibley Memorial Hospital
Steele Family Foundation
TechSoup
Venable, LLP, Baltimore
Cindy Yost

RESPECT, DIGNITY, JUSTICE, 
COMPASSION, EXCELLENCE.
 
These are our values. Our mission: in partnership with 
the community of Naranjito, we commit to delivering 
unparalleled quality and reliable healthcare to isolated 
mountain communities in the Dominican Republic.

OUR VISION IS TWOFOLD:

To stand in solidarity with 
those who struggle, to bring 
healing and hope to as many 
patients as possible and with 
ever-increasing levels of care.

To be a model of partnership 
and cooperation, to show 
what is possible when friends 
and colleagues work together 
in the service of others.



Dear Friends,
Thank you for reading our annual report and 
celebrating with us our accomplishments 
over the past year. And what a year it was!

IMPROVING DENTAL CARE
As our last fiscal year started, work had just 
begun on the new addition to our dental 
clinic. By our October trip, the facility was 
open and quickly proved to be one of those 
moments when we said to ourselves, “Wow, 
we didn’t know what we didn’t have until 
we had it!” The best part of the construction 
project was that it was funded entirely by a 
gift specifically for that purpose. The project 
was designed primarily with our patients in 
mind. Here’s what the space provides: 

›› a dedicated and comfortable waiting area 
for our dental patients;

›› a private intake area;
›› a separate and safe area for taking x-rays 

and triaging patients; and
›› more space for our dental teams to work 

and more privacy for patients in our main 
clinic area.

With the improved dental facility, we also 
seized an opportunity to supplement and 
replace much of our aging dental equipment. 

A generous challenge grant provided the 
foundation for us to successfully complete a 
campaign to purchase (among other items):

›› a new dental x-ray system;
›› new autoclave;
›› new handpieces; and
›› new ultrasonic cleaners.

Our dedicated dental professionals are now 
working in a facility with equipment and 
supplies that would rival some dental offic-
es back home.

LAUNCHING IMPORTANT INITIATIVES
Undoubtedly, the inauguration of the fourth 
trip to our yearly calendar is an accomplish-
ment of the last year for which we are espe-
cially proud. Our new schedule means that 
we are now at the clinic quarterly, allowing 
us to provide more reliable, quality care to 
more patients. 

As the fiscal year came to a close, volunteer 
Mark Yost arrived in Naranjito where he 
would spend the next two months getting 
our new insulin outreach program up and 
running. Another section of the annual re-
port highlights this exciting new initiative.



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mary Denger, Chair
James McCann, M.D., Vice-chair
Patricia Prince, Secretary
James Noonan, Treasurer
Sheila Cullen
Emily Holland
Marcus Jimenez, M.D.
Michael Kaminski, D.D.S.
Michael Keegan, M.D.
Marc McKenna, M.D.
Gareth Moore
Frank Brightwell, Executive Director

ABOUT SOMOS AMIGOS
Somos Amigos Medical Missions® 
is incorporated in the State of 
California and is recognized by 
the Internal Revenue Service as 
a 501(c)(3) public charity.

As such, your gift is completely 
tax deductible.

FUNDING VITAL PATIENT REFERRALS
Last year, more than three dozen patients 
were referred from our clinic for treatment 
at private clinics in Santiago. Grants to So-
mos Amigos dedicated specifically for this 
important treatment allowed us to clear our 
backlog of patients requiring treatment rang-
ing from minor procedures and diagnostics 
to much more involved and extended treat-
ments. Some examples:

›› several women sent for mammograms as a 
result of abnormal physical exams

›› a man who had corrective foot surgery and 
is now able to walk again without pain;

›› cataract surgery, a tonsillectomy, 
hernia surgery;

›› follow-up care for a woman with pregnan-
cy complications;

›› long-term treatment for a patient with cancer.

INCREASING NUMBERS OF VOLUNTEERS 
AND DONORS
It’s been an impressive year indeed. We have 
welcomed 28 new volunteers to the family of 
approximately 800 who have joined us on one 
or more trips. The number of individual do-
nors to Somos Amigos increased 35% since 
I last reported to you. 

RECOGNIZING THAT YOU
MADE THIS POSSIBLE
Back in July of 1997, when one physician, one 
dentist, two teachers, and six high school stu-
dents embarked on a journey to a beautiful 
place called Naranjito, one overriding belief 
guided their modest but noble efforts: that 
well-intentioned people can come together 
in the service of others and make a lasting 
difference – for the better. 

Big change starts small. Many of you who 
have supported us for more than twenty 
years have been by our side since those 
early years. Nearly every one of you knows 
someone who has volunteered with us (or 
you have volunteered yourself). You have 
witnessed the humility and sincerity that 
drive our work. While we’re not as small as 
we once were, our intentions and motivation 
beckon back to that first trip.

Thank you for believing in Somos Amigos. 
Thank you for helping us heal. Thank you 
supporting our modest efforts to serve. 
Thank you for committing with us to make a 
lasting difference in the lives of our patients.

 
Frank Brightwell 
Executive Director



 unique medical visits

unique dental visits

spent 
this year

1,117

271

$272,298

180+ hypertensive patients under care 
with maintenance medications
1,413 on-site lab tests: 

Capabilities for performing 16 
different blood, urine and saliva tests.

83 infections treated
126 dermatological issues treated

32 ultrasounds & echocardiograms
16 EKGs
4,833 unique prescriptions
210 GI issues treated
19 PAPs
35 patients referred for surgeries 
and other procedures

191 prophy treatments
578 tooth surfaces filled with 
composite or amalgam

103 extractions
DOZENS OF OTHER TREATMENTS 
including sealing, polishing, root canals, etc.

85% Dominican 
15% Haitian

80% Dominican 
20% Haitian

54% Female 
46% Male

45% Female 
55% Male

84% Returning Patients 
16% New Patients

71% Returning Patients 
29% New Patients

84% Adults 
16% Children

79% Adults 
21% Children

$200,972 / 82% 
program service 

expenses and 
direct patient care

$34,312 / 14% 
management, general 
organizational expenses

$9,804 / 4% 
fundraising efforts

+$27,210 
construction 
expenses funded 
entirely by 
restricted gift.

We are grateful for our corporate and foundation support, but MORE THAN 90% of our annual 
contributions come from individual donors like YOU. And because a generous group of core donors 
provide for all of our operational expenses, 100% of your gift will be used for patient care. Thank you!



This past summer, after more than a year and a half of conversation, research, 
collaboration, and planning, we inaugurated our insulin outreach program.

Somos Amigos is now providing insulin and supplies to 
diabetic patients who live in remote mountain communities.

Our pilot group of patients, along with family members, received education and 
training before beginning their insulin regimen. Each patient checks in with us 
on a regular basis so that we can monitor their health and make adjustments to 
their medication if needed. In January we hope to introduce a second group of 
patients to the program.

MAINTENANCE 
MEDS PROVIDED

NO COST 
TO PATIENTS

PATIENT & FAMILY 
EDUCATION

INSULIN OUTREACH PROGRAM

DIABETIC PATIENTS 
UNDER CARE

50+

THIS IS TOMASSA, 
one of our longtime 
patients who suffered 
from diabetes and 
who died last year.

Tomassina, as she was known to 
her friends, was a vocal and respected 
advocate for her community.

She was the inspiration for our program.

DIABETIC PATIENTS 
IDENTIFIED

158

8
NEW PATIENTS 

IN JAN. 2019


